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MEDIA RELEASE 

Nurturing attention in early childhood – a priority for regional Australia  
   

Leading Australian health and education experts have joined forces to launch a regional advocacy campaign – Take a TALi 20 
– which is dedicated to nurturing attention skills in early childhood. Their goal is to bring a world-first technology platform, 

backed by 20 years of clinical research, to every child in regional Australia.  
   

Melbourne-based company, TALi Health (TALi), is leading positive action in the detection of attention issues in early childhood 
by developing a game-based technology platform to engage the minds of children, measure their attention skills, and provide 
actionable insights for their support networks.   
   
The team has leveraged over 20 years of clinical research conducted by leading neuroscience experts to guide the design and 
algorithms at the core of the TALi technology platform – and now, to inform positive action for the Australian government, 
health specialists and education institutions.  
   
This week, TALi launched a regional advocacy campaign – Take a TALi 20 – to highlight the importance of nurturing attention in 
early childhood and to guide a solutions-focused conversation about how TALi can help. A foremost priority is to provide 
an introduction to this technology for children in regional and remote areas, as an essential checkpoint in their development 
journey.  
   
“Effective attention is important, as it allows a child to focus and to be actively involved in a task, which is critical to learning 
outcomes and social development. Early signs of inattention are often missed, which can have devastating consequences on the 
developmental journey of Australian children and put enormous pressure on families and schools to deal with the resulting 
behaviours and specialist needs of children who require tailored help in this area,” said TALi Health Managing Director, Glenn 
Smith.  
   
“There is an urgent need to address the problem of inattention in early childhood, which has been highlighted by recently 
mandated school closures during the COVID-19 pandemic and a shift to remote learning in many parts of the country. We are 
now working to make key policy makers aware of the value of a national screening program for attention deficit issues – and the 
role of TALi’s technology in facilitating this.”  
   
Supported by health and education experts, TALi is encouraging the use of its technology as an essential check point for all kids 
in its Take a TALi 20 movement. The ask is simple, it only takes 20 minutes to measure a child’s baseline attention skills 
with TALi and importantly, to flag any attention issues that require a closer look – an opportunity that every child deserves.  
   
“We have worked extensively with leading neuroscientists to develop a world-first test for children between the ages of three 
and eight called DETECT, which provides a baseline measure of a child’s primary domains of attention – selective, sustained and 
executive[1]. Those requiring assistance can progress to TALi's TRAIN program, which has been scientifically validated in clinical 
trials and is designed to exercise essential cognitive skills of selection, focus, control and inhibition over five weeks.  
   
“TALi delivers personalised, in-depth reports, which provide a unique window into the attention skills and development of each 
child – and to prompt immediate action and intervention,” said Mr Smith.   
   
The TALi platform is a complementary tool to assist a range of health and education specialists and is also available directly to 
families who wish to proactively measure and develop attention skills. Education Sector Academic and Advisor, Dr Phil Lambert, 
said it has the potential to make a very positive impact.  
  
“We know that over 40,000 kids in Australia start school every year with attention problems that can negatively impact their 
learning in the classroom. For those in regional and remote areas, we have a responsibility to work even harder to provide the 
right tools to assist in early detection of attention deficit issues, and to provide pathways for at-risk children to get the help they 
need and deserve,” said Dr Lambert.   
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Neuroscience expert and TALi Chief Scientist, Dr Azadeh Feizpour, said the causes of inattention are multifaceted and exhibit in 
many ways.  
   
“Children with attention vulnerabilities face many challenges and it is vitally important to gain insight into their needs, early in 
life, when the brain is at its peak stage of neuroplasticity. This window of opportunity for early interventions is known as 
a sensitive period in brain development, when suitably tailored developmental stimulation can enhance a child's cognitive 
development, hence preparing them for learning,” said Dr Feizpour.  
  
For families navigating attention issues – right now – practical and accessible solutions are needed; something Eadie 
Stone[3]wished she had much earlier for her six-year-old son, Tom.  
  
“My husband was a FIFO worker and we moved twice within three years – so I thought Tom’s erratic behaviour was linked to his 
changing circumstances at home. He had daily meltdowns and demanded our complete attention for hours. But he was our first 
child, so we had no blueprint for what was normal,” said Mrs Stone.  
  
“When he started school, he could read well, but was also getting lost, failing to follow instructions and was having difficulty 
making friends. We now know that attention is the core problem and we just wish we’d had an opportunity to identify it much 
earlier. This is now a foremost priority for our family.”  
  
TALi is inviting parents, teachers and health professionals from regional Australia to take 20 minutes to try TALi – because every 
child should have an opportunity to develop their attention skills. Learn more at talihealth.com/attention. 
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